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XV. INSCRIPTIONS OF TIRUKKAKKARAI. 



No. 35.' — An inscription of Indukodcdv&rman dated in the 5 + 11th 

year of reign. 



Tirukkakkarai is a village in the Alangad Taluk of the KOVtayam Division 
in North Travancore. It is about two miles from the EdappaJJi railway station 
of the Cochin State Railway and is famous for its Vishnu temple celebrated in the 
hymns of Namm&lv&r. 1 The god there is now called Appig} and the goddess 
Perufljelva-Ntyakl. While the village is termed Tirukkatkknnu in the Nil&yira- 
prabnndham, it is spelt Tirukkftlkkarui or Tirukkakkarai in inscriptions. 

The Vishnu temple of the place contains a number of early inscriptions 
engraved in the Vatteluttu characters. Five of these belonging to the reign of 
the Chfcm king BhaskaraRavivarmnn have already been edited in Purt I of 
Volume II of the Trat'aiu-ore Archatolyical Series* The rest of the records, 
along with another which has been partially published before, are edited below. 
Of these, three belong to the time of a king named Jnduk&daivnrmnn or Indl&va- 
ran-KOdai, one of HhSskara Ravivarraan, und two others mention Kappap Pupu- 
yap, the chief of Kalkknrni-nftdu. One is dated in the year 3705 of an un -named 
era and the rest mention sontc early chiefs. 

The subjoined inscription is engraved on the south base of the proper right 
of entrnnoe into the first prukdra of the Vishnu temple at Tirukkakkarai. 

It L- dated in the 11th year opposite to the 5th, of the reign of king Indu- 
kfldaivarma-Tiruvadi. It was also the year in which Jupiter was in Simha-rftSi. 
The pahvography of the VaU<duttu characters employed in it shows that the king 
should be assigned to about the same period of time as BhXskara Kuvivarnum. 
From the general formation of the letters, it can even be inferred that Indu Kddni 
might be slightly anterior to Bh&sknra-Ravivarman, but not later. Guided by this 
general indication, afforded by a close study of the characters, a searching examin- 
ation was made in the records of the two kings to find out points which might go 
to confirm or controvert the conclusion. It has resulted in furnishing favourable 
evidence. In the records of Indu Koduivurmun figure two individuals Po^ap 
Sattay of Vel|iytQpn]li und Kuppay Pol ay of Papptturutti, while in tliose of 
Bhftskara-Ravivanuan appear two other viz.," Sittay Kumaray of VeJ|iy4ppnUi 
and P&lff) Kumar ny of Papjitturutti. As tlic names indicate, the former two 
individuals must stand in the relation of father or uncle to the latter two. Con- 
sequently, it might be said that ‘king Indu Kodaivarmau in whose records the 
fathers or uncles figure - must be anterior to, and not far removed from, B lifts karu 
Ravivarman in whose inscriptions the sons or nephews make their appearance. 5 

1 Se* the sixth ton of the liiolh »e8.oo of the Tirwaym*it cocnmcnest^ with the word* 

•«r. For * list of tha YUhou trcuple* oelvlrated in the NsUyiraprahatidhuia, w* r.ote on 
pagattl of Vol. II. o£ iho T'raoaMcore ArcK*'.i<yical Strut. 

2 For lb ri9 text* see prices 5$. 41, 43, 47, tad 49* 

3 Id MsUbsr an individual profiles to his name tha name of hit tiude and this cuboid teemt to 

beso adopted oven in early times. 

G. P. T. 3297. 500. 5-1-22. B 
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We might therefore tentatively, assume that ting Indu Kodaivarroan was the im- 
mediate predecessor of Bhfcskara Ravrvarman. By calculation, it has been found 
that A. D. 1031 wa» a year in which Jupiter was in Simha-rafii and it fell in the 
reign of Bh&skara Ravivarman. Since we know that tliat king ascended the throne 
in A. D. 978, it can be said that the year in which Jupiter occupied the same posi- 
tion before tliat date, was A. D. 971, which must he the 16th year of king Indu 
Kodaivarmau. It this prove correct by further researches, the initial date of the 
king must be A. I). 955. And if no other king, with a short reign of 7 years, 
intervened between Indu Kodaivarwan and Bhftskar* • Ravivarman , it is probable 
that tlie former continued his rule for 7 years after the date of the record under 
discussion. 

At the present state of our knowledge about the chronology of the Kfraja 
kings, Indu Kddaivarman’s date furnishes an important link, and to some extent 
bridges over the interval of nearly a century between SthApu Ravi — who, to be a 
contemporary of tlie Chain Aditya I, which he was, should have ruled up to at 
least the last quarter of the 9th century A. D. as will be shown below — and Bh&s- 
kara Ravivarman, who commenced his reign in A. D. 978. It may be noted that 
the long reign of the ChOla king Parlntuka I extending over the whole of the 
first luilf of the 10th century, ». e. from A. D. 907 to 953, would under normal con- 
ditions minimise the period of rule of his father Aditya I, the utmost limit of 
whose reign could have been only 30 years from A. D. 877 to 907. Since Sth&pu 
Ravi hud been Aditya’s contemporary, his rule should have extended into the 4th 
quarter of tlie 9th century A. I). ' We leant from au inscription of Parftntaka 1, 
found at Tiruyorriyhr and dated in the 29th year of his reign ( = A. D. 936), tliat 
the Ch«"ru princess Nil!, who rr.nde gifts to the temple, was the daughter of the 
Kerala king ( KfralarO-ja) V i jayar &gadfi va, 1 whom we may perhaps identify with 
the Viyar&guttevar, who figures as the KdyiladJukari in the two Kotfayam Plates 
of Sthiuiu Ravi.* Perhaps priuces of the ChfTa line styled themselves Kdyiladhi- 
k&rU and had some sort of power and official position in the palaces of kings. 
There is nothing in the Ch5ja record under reference to show if the Kerala king 
Vi jayuragadfiva was living at the time and under what circumstances bis daughter 
went to Tiruvorti} Qr and made the grartt At any rate, it is certain that Vijaya- 
ragtidfva was a Ki-nija king and tlie successor of Sthipu Ravi. It is even probable 
that there was another K^raja ruler who reigned between this Vijayar&gudeva 
and Indu Kudaivaniuiti of our inscription. At any rate, it is a valuable addition 
to know tliat Indu K&lai carman belonged to the regular Cher* line and was the 
immediate predecessor of Bhftsknra Ravivarman. 

The inscription registers the grant of a land called Vettikk&Jh, by a chief 
of Kalkkarai-iiAdu named Kan pap Pupuyap, to the temple of Tirukkilkkarui-Biia- 
t-ftra. From the m/rpndr, which term may be taken to mean ‘the owner’s share of 
produce’, Kupi.iap Pujaiyap ordered the feeding of twelve Brihmanas, the conduct 
of worship in the iurru-maii4apn on the day of the constellation Makhi in the 



1 No. li>9 of tho Mniirt«fc tpigrtpliical coltortioa fur 1)12 

2 Trur. Arch. Seritt Vo!. II. ^ 81 tod 82. 



